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n*a oy Strategies: Mars and Venus from a Torah Perspective
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/’ Love is a pure emotion that cannot be understoad in terms ot .
othef feelings, It ia a gift that God gave to the world, to bring
man and woman together, and to allow them to give pleasure to
each other. [t is the foundation af the family, and hence, the

foundation of the world.
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(p Love is impossible lo define, precizely because it is such 8 ‘Made in Heaven (o7 nx 31.16

unique gift from God. It is a very special feeling, unrelated to
other human emotions. One does not love a person becauss of
anything that person haa or daes — but simply because he
exista, .
[ The Talmud expreases this in a very insightful teaching:
“When love depends on another factor, then when the factor
ceages to exist, so does the love. But when love does not depend
on anything elga, it never ceases to exist™®

Pura lave, then, does not depend on anything else, One does
not love another peraon because of any quality that tha person

haa. True lovs doea not expect anything in seturn, nor does it
merely anticipate pleasure. Pure love is a whally altruistic
feeling, where the pleasure is more in giving than in taking.

‘The moat perfect love in the world i3 that between parent
and child. When a mother holds an infani in her arma, her
heart overflows with a most unique love. She has this love nnt
becauge she expects anything from the child, but merely
because the child exists, The very fact that this ia ~er child

nakea her lnva | S S S M v
Love between parent and child exists because parent ana

child feel like one. They ars part of the same family, and feel a
bond of unity. The bond between man and woman is a
reflection of this.!!

It is significant that the first mention of love in the Bible
deals with the love between parent and child; that is, the love
between Abrzham and Isaac (Cenesig 22:2). “The second
mention of love in the Bible is the love between man and

woman, the Jove belweesn Isaac and Hebecea (Genesis 24:67).
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